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Project Overview



--

Work ScheduleWork Schedule

• Agency outreach meetings

• Web site update

• Classification system



Access Classification System



• Reduce Crash Frequency and Potential.

• Smoother Traffic Flow

• Less Congestion

• Enjoy the ride

• Efficient Travel for Motorists

• Low travel times

• Few delays along journey

Goals of CategorizationGoals of Categorization



• A hierarchy of access categories that is aligned with 
the state transportation plan.

• Ensure that each access decision is consistent with 
meeting the intended purpose of the state roadway.

• The category assignment guides the decision to 
determine if access will be granted.

• Sets some specific access related improvements. 
(turn lanes)

• Determines the type of access that may be granted.
(full movement, signal, restricted turns, field access, 
temporary, emergency, etc)

Access Classification SystemAccess Classification System



• When an access location is approved, 
design standards determine how it will 
be built.

• Design standards will be discussed at 
the September 26th TAC meeting.

Access Design StandardsAccess Design Standards



Freeway (FW)

Service, Frontage and other Access roads (SF)

Urban Secondary (US)Rural (Dirt) Collector (RC)

Urban Mixed (UM)Rural Secondary (RS)

Urban Principal (UP)Rural Principal (RP)

Urban Expressway (UX)

Rural Expressway (RX)

Proposed CategoriesProposed Categories (June ’06)



FW (freeway)

SF (service and frontage roads)

UC  (urban secondary)RC  (rural collector)

UB  (urban mixed)RB  (rural secondary)

UA  (urban principal)RA  (rural principal)

MR (major regional)

Proposed CategoriesProposed Categories (August 31 ’06)



Category Assignment CriteriaCategory Assignment Criteria
• State transportation plans and functional 

classifications
• Character of lands adjoining the highway
• The existing design of the highway is not 

required to meet the design standards of 
the assigned category at the time it is 
assigned

• All new access permitting will meet 
the design standards for the assigned 
category



StateState
FunctionalFunctional

MapMap
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National National 
Highway Highway 
SystemSystem











Sample Assignment ListingSample Assignment Listing





• Intersection Spacing

• Traffic Signal Spacing

• Allowing direct access or require 
to obtain alternative access

• Proof of access necessity

• Scope of access improvement, 
such as requiring auxiliary lanes, 
(decel and accel)

Key Category Access FactorsKey Category Access Factors
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‘FW’‘FW’



• Both Interstate and non-Interstate

• Full access control of private rights 
using access deeds and/or frontage 
roads

• Control of access on cross street 
near the interchange

‘FW’ (freeway)‘FW’ (freeway)
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‘MR’ ‘MR’ 
(major regional)(major regional)



• Full control of private access rights by 
ownership by ADOT or frontage roads

• Long term intersections at one-mile 
and two-mile spacing. Interim ½ mile.

• No private direct access (exceptions 
possible)

• Can be two lanes or more
• At-grade junctions and interchanges
• May be future freeway location

‘MR’ (major regional)‘MR’ (major regional)

-2-



‘UA” (in office area)‘UA” (in office area)



• Major Urban Inter and Intra Urban 
Regional Highway

• High volume, high mobility, medium 
to high speeds

• One-half mile and one-mile 
intersection spacing generally

• No private direct access unless . . 

• Auxiliary lanes standard

‘UA’ (urban principal)‘UA’ (urban principal)
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‘UB’ (urban mixed)‘UB’ (urban mixed)



‘UB’‘UB’



• Major urban inter and intra urban 
regional highway - Older highway 
with historically mixed abutting uses 
and a range of users

• Not to be applied to new alignments 
or segments where UP level of 
control is feasible

• Direct access may be permitted
• Access needs to be a necessity

‘UB’ (urban mixed)‘UB’ (urban mixed)
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‘UC’ (urban secondary)‘UC’ (urban secondary)



• Not functioning well as a state highway, 
but is on the system.

• No plans for major reconstructing to 
higher category.

• Minor importance on state 
transportation plan.

• Access decisions are based on appropriate 
design for volume, operation and safety

• Access points are limited to those 
necessary to provide reasonable service  

‘UC’  (urban secondary)‘UC’  (urban secondary)
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• Major regional highway. NHS?
• Purpose in state plan is key criteria, 

not volume or design.
• One-half or one-mile major 

intersection spacing.
• No private access unless no 

alternatives or functions as a 
public intersection

• Auxiliary lanes normally required

‘RA’ (rural principal)‘RA’ (rural principal)
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• Public intersections at half-mile

• Auxiliary lanes for busy access points

• Access points are limited to those 
necessary to provide reasonable service

‘RB’ (rural secondary)‘RB’ (rural secondary)
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• Collector to local road level. Not meant 
for long distance travel. May be dirt or 
paved.

‘RC’ (rural collector)‘RC’ (rural collector)



• Important for their function as access 
collectors and local streets, to decrease 
access demands on the major state 
roadway, to distribute traffic volumes to 
and from access points to the major 
highway.

• Access decisions are based on appropriate 
design for volume, operation and safety.

• Access points are limited to those 
necessary to provide reasonable service.

‘SF’ (service, frontage)‘SF’ (service, frontage)
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Communication and
Community Partnerships

Outreach Plan



Next Steps



Next StepsNext Steps
• Provide a draft category assignment 

schedule to each District Office for 
review and comment. 

• Complete entire state system 
(on-going). 

• Report progress at next TAC on 
September 26th.

• September 26th TAC review of
design guidelines.


